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Climate crisis and women'’s rights: Mission inclusion and IUCN
selected for a 3-year, $30 million project under the Canadian
government’s Partnering for Climate

Quebec City, February 7, 2023 — Mission inclusion and the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) have been selected by Global Affairs Canada to conduct an
international cooperation project to reduce the physical and socio-economic vulnerability of East
African coastal communities to the devastating effects of the climate crisis. The Honourable Harijit
Sajjan, Minister of International Development, announced $30 million in government funding
for the three-year project under the Partnering for Climate program at IMPACS, the 5th
International Marine Protected Areas Congress.

The Regenerative Seascapes for People, Climate, and Nature project will be implemented in
coastal and marine regions of the West Indian Ocean, in Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique,
Madagascar and the Comoros. The biodiversity degradation and fish stock depletion caused in
large part by the climate crisis are major challenges for these communities. The project will directly
benefit 350,000 people, including 225,000 women and 12,500 people in vulnerable and
marginalized situations.

The project has three major objectives. The effort to address two of them, improving biodiversity
conservation and implementing sustainable and effective management of marine
protected areas, will be led by IUCN, which has world-recognized technical expertise in this area.

Mission inclusion will be responsible for the third objective: economic empowerment of
women in the blue economy, i.e., sustainable use of marine and coastal resources. Building
on its years of experience and achievement in gender equality, Mission inclusion will work with
local partners to build the skills of women and girls in blue entrepreneurship and strengthen the
voice of women’s organizations and networks to ensure that their rights are better protected.

Mission inclusion is proud to be part of this project with IUCN. By working together and sharing
our expertise and experience with local communities and engaged citizens at home and abroad,
we will build a more inclusive and sustainable future for all people without exception.


https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2023/02/canada-announces-695-million-in-funding-to-protect-and-restore-ocean-ecosystems-in-developing-countries.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2023/02/canada-announces-695-million-in-funding-to-protect-and-restore-ocean-ecosystems-in-developing-countries.html

Quotes

“We at Mission inclusion are very pleased that this funding, which will enable us to provide support
for coastal and marine areas in East Africa, has been granted. This project is the culmination of
a joint effort with the International Union for Conservation of Nature to create a consortium that
can work in an integrated way for the benefit of people, climate and nature.

Carrying out innovative, impactful actions for the well-being of people in vulnerable situations in
Quebec and around the world is our mission. Fighting the climate crisis and supporting local
adaptation and resilience initiatives is one way to pursue our vision of an inclusive world where
there is a place for everyone, and everyone is a full-fledged member of the community.”
— Richard Veenstra, Executive Director, Mission inclusion

“l want to thank the Government of Canada for this vital investment. Their support will enable
IUCN and our Great Blue Wall partners to help address the biodiversity and climate crises through
Nature-based Solutions, and build a resilient and prosperous future for the people of the Western
Indian Ocean.

Thanks to their innovative use of Nature-based Solutions for climate adaptation, initiatives like the
Great Blue Wall are crucial to meet the commitments governments have made at recent UN
Climate and Biodiversity Conferences. This timely investment answers the call made by African
Heads of State at COP 27 for increased support to the Great Blue Wall.”

— Dr. Bruno Oberle, Director General, IUCN

Highlights

* The project will impact all people living in coastal and marine regions of the West Indian
Ocean in Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, Madagascar and the Comoros, a total of
approximately 2 million people.

+ 225,000 women (including children), 112,500 men (including children), 12,500 people in
vulnerable and marginalized situations (including people with disabilities, ethnic and
religious minorities, displaced persons, and migrants), and 10 partner organizations (5
women’s organizations and 5 conservation organizations) will participate in and directly
benefit from the project activities.

* In Quebec, Mission inclusion will raise awareness of the importance of ocean, coastal and
marine conservation, the blue economy and the empowerment of women and youth to
combat the climate crisis by promoting concrete actions.

+ The project is aligned with the Feminist International Assistance Policy (action areas 4 and
5) and Canada’s Policy on Gender Equality (objectives 1, 2 and 3). Itis also in line with key
international agendas (2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UNFCCC Gender
Action Plan, the Paris Agreement, the G7 2030 Nature Pact).

* The project is a concrete contribution to the Great Blue Wall initiative, which aims to create
a network of marine and coastal protected areas for the preservation of biodiversity and local
livelihoods, involving local communities as stewards of the ocean. In doing so, Canada is
responding to the call made by several African leaders at COP27 in Egypt in 2022 to
give stronger support to the Great Blue Wall.


https://www.iucn.org/news/202211/leaders-western-indian-ocean-countries-share-progress-great-blue-wall-cop27

About Mission inclusion

Building on 75 years of experience, Mission inclusion pursues Cardinal Leger’s dream of a world
of fairness and dignity in which no one is left behind. Mission inclusion works closely with
community organizations in Quebec and around the world to ensure that the basic needs of the
most vulnerable and marginalized people are met. Mission inclusion believes we must all stand
together, in a spirit of generosity, to build an inclusive society that has a place for everyone.

About the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

IUCN is a membership Union composed of both government and civil society organisations. It
harnesses the experience, resources and reach of its more than 1,400 Member organisations and
the input of more than 15,000 experts. IUCN is the global authority on the status of the natural
world and the measures needed to safeguard it.
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